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foil of them) who know nothing of the ways of God. But she had
decided that a Christian like Octavia ought not to remain ignorant
of the consequences of her acts, that she ought to face the trials which
it had seen fit to Providence to lay upon her. "Since it was clearly
part of the Divine plan that you should live on the charity of a
devoted friend, and that Monsieur Puybaraud should be unable to
find suitable employment in the workaday world, I felt that I had
no right to spare you the effects of so salutary a lesson."

Monsieur Puybaraud, having noted these words in his diary, and
stigmatized them as "damnable," adds: "I won't swear that she
spoke them with conscious irony, but I am pretty sure that she felt
considerable satisfaction at being able to find a water-tight excuse
(from the religious point of view, I mean) for the pleasure it gave
her to know that she had such a hold over us: that nothing stood
between us and starvation but the little envelope which I had to
accept from her twice a month."

"It is odd," she said, "but somehow I don't remember that piano
in the inventory which was sent me when I took these rooms for
you."

"No," replied Octavia in a voice that trembled; "it is a piece of
silliness for which I alone am responsible."

She looked at the elder woman with that sweet, disarming smile
which few could resist But the expression of hauteur on the face of
her patroness showed no sign of softening.

"Forgive me, darling," broke in Monsieur Puybaraud; "it was I
who suggested it, and I was thinking more about my own pleasure
than yours."

It was foolish of him to call his wife "darling" in front of Brigitte
Pian. She had always hated the lack of reserve in married couples
who, presuming on the legitimacy of such endearments, stressed by
word and gesture the fact of their squalid intimacy. In the case of
this particular pair it was quite intolerable.

"Am I to understand," she enquired in tones which were sus-
piciously gentle, "that you have hired this piano?"

The accused nodded.

"One of you, then, must be capable of giving music lessons. I had